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Tel Aviv-Yafo’s look is undergoing constant change. Its streets are being
overhauled, its infrastructures are being replaced, paths are being paved,
old buildings are being restored - and the city keeps on growing, taking
on a renewed and more polished demeanor. While Tel Aviv-Yafo is in
the midst of such a building momentum, it is often very easy to forget
about nature. Left with little or no choice, large cities around the world
are drawing away from nature, but we believe it is possible to conserve
its values in the city and must make the needed effort to do so.

In the past ten years the Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality, through the City
Beautification Division, has planted about 50,000 trees which joined
the more than 60,000 trees already growing in the open public spaces.
This has meant an invaluable addition of color to the city. Although
also known as the ‘White City’ - Tel Aviv-Yafo is not willing to forgo
its different hues of green, and we all benefit from the outcome. The
multiplicity of trees in the city improves its air quality, somewhat cools
its climate, and enriches the quaint corners and shade under which
memories and experiences are fashioned.

In this book you’ll be able to read the stories of 29 trees, whose roots
are deeply embedded in the city’s history. All the trees in Tel Aviv-
Yafo have a place of honor, and all of them are an integral part of its
landscape. But here we are dealing with a chosen few — a unique and
extraordinary group of trees, between whose boughs ancient tales are
hidden, beautiful memories unfold, and surprising details are revealed.

Take, for the example, the cork oak in Rabin Square, which is the only
one of its kind in the city, the Washington palms on HaShefeyla Street
that were brought here at the end of the 19th century and were part
of the path leading to the entrance of the 1920s fairgrounds, or the
Euphrates poplar at Ganei Yehoshua Park, located next to the Rock
Garden, which grows horizontally and all 15 meters of its length extend
across the lawn and, on occasion, are supported by it.

I invite you to become familiar with these special trees, and you'll see
for yourself just how strong and deep-rooted they are in the past and
future of this city.

Yours,
Ron Huldai
Mayor of Tel Aviv-Yafo
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Trees in Tel Aviv-Yafo

The existence of trees in a city contributes significantly to the quality
of life of its residents. This contribution is articulated in many different
ways, such as creating shade and cooling the outdoor temperature,
improving the look of the street, absorbing soot, smoke, dust and other
air pollutants, releasing oxygen into the air, etc.

However, trees can occasionally be a nuisance as well. But due to their
many merits, we nurture and safeguard them.

The laws in place that are designed to protect the trees in the city
include:

The Forest Ordinance-1936, Forest Regulations-1960

Tel Aviv-Yafo Bylaw (Uprooting Trees)-1980

Planning and Building Law (Section 83c)-2008
Law Amending the Forest Ordinance (Number 5) 2012

All trees are protected under the above-cited laws, including trees
found on private property and in the yards of apartment buildings.
Furthermore, a written permit must be obtained from the Forest Clerk
at the Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality before any tree can be cut down. The
best way to safeguard and cultivate trees is to get to know them and
learn about their way of life, become familiar with and understand their
contribution to the environment, etc.

Adopting this educational approach will bring nature to our doorsteps.

In its early days, Tel Aviv was covered by sand and had few trees and
little vegetation.

Over the years the city was built up and many trees and plants were
planted, primarily in the yards of homes.

The Municipality also established parks, gardens, boulevards, traffic
islands, groves, and strips of greenery in every available spot and
planted many street trees.

During the past ten years the Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality, through the
City Beautification Division, has planted about 50,000 new trees which
join the 60,000 trees already growing in the city.

Some data pertaining to trees and gardens throughout Tel Aviv-Yafo
appear below:

The number of street trees — 31,400

The number of trees on private property - approximately 110,000
The number of trees in open public spaces — 65,700

The number of trees in schoolyards — 14,500

The number of trees in the city of Tel Aviv-Yafo — 221,600

The amount of cultivated acres in the city, including Ganei Yehoshua
Park: 2,575

The city has become green over the years, creating a climate that is
conducive to the development of different animals which enrich Tel
Aviv-Yafo’s biological diversity.

The ficus sycomorus is one of the oldest species found in the city.
It is a large, handsome and long-lived tree that can easily thrive for
several hundred years.

The ficus sycomorus first came to the Land of Israel thousands of
years ago from North Africa. Because they do not produce seeds in
this country, they are unable to propagate independently. All ficus
sycomorus trees in Israel have therefore been planted by human
beings. The old trees are unique: they have a wide canopy, massive
trunks and boughs, and impressive roots.

As relics of history, they can occasionally testify to the existence of
an ancient rural settlement, historic road that passed through the
area, old gravesites, etc. Mature ficus sycomorus trees can be found
throughout the city of Tel Aviv-Yafo, some of which are hundreds of
years old and date back to the period before the city was founded.
This book will talk about four sites where we can marvel at mature and
stately ficus sycomorus trees.
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Ficus benghalensis - sanyan

71131 01D

Moraceae

m India and the tropical areas in Southeast Asia

m Gan Hameyasdim — A garden opposite
1 Uri Zvi Greenberg Street
Characteristics:

The ficus benghalensis is a large and sturdy evergreen resistant to
disease and pests.

The tree produces many aerial roots, particularly when it grows in
humid areas.
They thicken into woody trunks that take root in the ground,

thereby supporting the tree’s spread across an especially wide area.

Banyans are long-lived trees, and the mesh of their aerial roots and
trunks creates a unique and splendid sight.
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TaXOdium diStiChum - Bald cypress

"1B-17 jiTTiopD

Cupressaceae
m Southeast USA and Mexico
m Opposite 75 Moshe Sneh Street

Characteristics:

A large, uncommon tree with a distinctive stately look with
its weeping boughs and leaves. A semi-deciduous tree, whose
foliage often emerges in different shades of red. It is popularly
known as the swamp cypress.

When mature, the bald cypress has a very imposing and
decorative trunk.

The tree on Moshe Sneh Street is particularly large and
impressive. It used to be located at the municipal greenhouse,
which also gave the name to a new neighborhood founded in
the 1990s.
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Ficus SsycoOmorus - sycamore fig 9 nN7Wwa o179

Moraceae DM Skl
m Tropical Africa 'O1701 177198 BaRETAS
NI 60 Alexander Argov Street 60 1TI027N 111N N7 [RNAL

There are three ancient sycamore figs at this location, growing in a "IN 17307 7171 T332 07730 07U AN YU w7 01yni
large pit where a substantial amount of rainwater accumulates. faaf

The area was originally earmarked for construction.
LG ] %S ¥ e TIU™ MW 1'WA JD T19°W fIN AT, 1I37 TUIA 10 1IN
Further to an initiative by the City Beautification Division, its land

5 - g . ] ] 11 111 1 1
use designation was changed, the site of the future buildings was W7 7973 NBWA TIW™ I QTN 0900 017°A U777
moved to another location, and it became an open public area. .Nno "1ty




Euca Iyptus CitriOdora - Lemon-scented gum?

"Jin"7 DIBO TN

Myrtaceae
m Australia
m Shoshani Garden - Ramat HaHayal

Characteristics:

An evergreen that requires little water.

The leaves of this tree contain aromatic oils that release a lemon-
like scent when crushed, explaining its common name.

It has a smooth, grayish-white bark, occasionally dotted with
pinkish spots.

The lemon-scented gum is characterized by a very tall, upright
trunk with hardly any canopy. Most of the canopy is found on the
upper part of the tree.

A decision was made in 1958 to establish a neighborhood garden
in Ramat HaHayal, named after Saadia Shoshani who was the city’s
former deputy mayor. The garden, situated on a large 20-acre hill,
is surrounded by groves featuring different eucalyptus varieties.
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POpUIUS Euph I‘atica - Euphrates poplar 9

190 NIy

Family Salicaceae
m Mediterranean area

m Ganei Yehoshua, next to the Rock Garden

Characteristics:

A deciduous tree that grows in the wild in Israel, with grayish and
yellowish-brown foliage, giving it a spectacular look in the fall,
particularly on river banks near sources of water.

Another unique feature of the tree is the different shape of its leaves
when young (linear to lanceolate) as opposed to when mature
(diamond-shaped). Most trunks of the Euphrates poplar grow in a
twisted fashion.

The tree is commonly found near the Euphrates and Tigris rivers,
explaining its name.

Many Euphrates poplars can be found in Yarkon Park, mostly near the
artificial lake. They are characterized by a conspicuous and dramatic
slant of their main trunk.

The tree situated next to the Rock Garden apparently collapsed and
continued growing horizontally. About 15 meters long, it extends
across the lawn and, on occasion, is supported by it.
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TaXOd i um d iStiCh UM - said cypress

"1B-17 jiTTiopD

Cupressaceae
m Southeast USA and Mexico
m Opposite 44 Kossovsky Street

Characteristics:

A large, uncommon tree with a distinctive stately look with its
weeping boughs and leaves. A semi-deciduous tree, whose foliage
often emerges in different shades of red.

Its popular name is swamp cypress.

When mature, the bald cypress has a very imposing and
decorative trunk.

The tree in Yarkon Park is located near other trees belonging to
same species.
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Melaleuca lanceolata - reatree @

nnTN agtitin

Myrtaceae
m Australia

m Yad Lebanim Garden, 63 Pinkas Street

Characteristics:
A resilient and sturdy large shrub or small tree that does not require
irrigation after taking root.

Its brush-like, cream colored flowers, which blossom in the spring and
summer, attract birds.

The melaleuca in the Yad Lebanim Garden is very old, has a beautiful
trunk and winding boughs, and develops in a unique form. Although
the base of the trunk cracked a few years ago, it continued to grow.
Part of the tree caught fire a few months ago.

The garden surrounding Yad Lebanim House is a memorial garden.
Trees and shrubs were brought to the garden from different places
in the country to serve as a symbol of eternal renewal and to

commemorate the people thanks to whom everything blossoms and
is revitalized.
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Kigelia pinnata - Sausage tree

a¥nIn 273

Bignoniaceae
EIFTIl Africa
m Yad Lebanim Garden, 60 Pinkas Street

Characteristics:
The kigelia is an uncommon tree known for its unique flowers
and fruits.

Its deep maroon flowers grow on long, ropelike stalks that hang
down from the boughs.

Its fruits, which are about 30 cm in length and dangle from the
tree long after it blossoms, are highly unusual and have
ornamental value.

The garden surrounding Yad Lebanim House is a memorial garden.
Trees and shrubs were brought to the garden from different places
in the country to serve as a symbol of eternal renewal and to
commemorate the people thanks to whom everything blossoms and
is revitalized.

ISl nown
ni7' 198 [RRNA

60 190N 1N'1 711 0739 1101 ,0137 7' 11 RaRiTAls]

N
2791 1°N19 71272 "TINY NI N9 1'NW NU NI 720710
,0'J17IN D'N{710 70 0771 {770 11N UANI 0717170 0097
.0'91UN 1N 0"7W7NWAN 0'BIN "™MAT

17 1AT NUA 70 0™1Y00 "0 30-2 7 77IND ,07TA30 N17'97 01
JDIWY7 770 DAT7 W 0TTINT,ANTI00 INNY

O'NU INDI 70 13 7N 171277 13 N1 D137 T 10 1IN 9700 1300
1217 121 ,N*T'AN NIWTNMANY7 700 WAWYT7 T3 NINGD 2010 0'N'Wi
WTNNA1 0119 7127 DMI2TIW ,0Y79110 NN




Ficus religiosa - sacred ficus 9 Wity 01779

Moraceae Rl 1NBDWAN

m India and Southeast Asia 'ON NN DITTI T BT
W 97 Nordau Boulevard 97 W1 My RN
Characteristics: 1N
A large evergreen that sheds its yellow-colored leaves at the end of N27W i3 I*ING 9101 170 TIN 'WAN 71T TUS7I1 NU
spring and blooms again immediately thereafter. DWW A 71T N7 703 120 INN7 TR 172711 ,0a1y
Known to be a fast-growing tree, the sacred ficus has highly aggressive .0'372701 000U MI7'91 TN1'AA 0™ID{71N

roots and succulent fruit which can produce litter.
ANW ININT 71070 DA IINTINT n0'a117 WIh7n WITZ0 017900
Ficus religiosa is sacred to many people in the Far East, explaining

L2 "1 T'7W NUTT AT AR 037 00170 07T INTI Wl
Many ficus trees of this Species can be found along Nordau Boulevard. .0'WA1 1°7IN 1173 TN 13U UT1 NN 97 1900
The one next to No. 97 produced a particularly thick trunk whose

diameter is exceptionally wide and impressive. The trunk also looks 1DTINY7 TIB'7120 MU7Y 7w N1 MDINA UTIA 7D 70§01

as if it has protruding ribs that descend into the ground. Lp7n N7 m7snwm




PI‘OSOpiS a I ba - White algarrobo

137 p13):

Fabaceae
m Southwest USA

m Independence Park, 240 Hayarkon Street

Characteristics:

This sculptural tree has a very dark trunk, a wide canopy when
mature, and on occasion can be thorny.

Inthe 1970s, agroup of white algarrobos were plantedinIndependence
Park to test if they were suited to coastline conditions.

It was found that they are able to acclimate themselves to the
conditions existing in Independence Park, where they have grown
and become mature specimens.

The trees presently found in the park are rather short and horizontal,
giving them a unique and imposing look.
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FiCUS Obliq UaQa - small-leaved fig

D100 01779

Moraceae
m Pacific Ocean islands

m Independence Park, 240 Hayarkon Street

Characteristics:
A large and fast-growing evergreen. Its aerial roots descend down

from the trunk and branches and take root in the ground. Ficus
obliqua is popularly known as the magnolia leaf ficus.

Independence Park, with its area of 15 acres, is located on a gravel
hill above Tel-Aviv’s seashore.

When it officially opened in 1952, the park was considered the city’s
largest and major park.

The name Independence Park was given to it at a planting ceremony
in 1950.

It was designed by Tel-Aviv’s chief horticulturist, Avraham Karavan.
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Delonix I‘egia - Flame tree

ANy 117§y

Fabaceae
m Madagascar
m 26 Arnon Street

Characteristics:

A large semi-deciduous tree with a wide canopy.

It blooms in dazzling shades of orange and red during the summer.
Its fruit — is a green-colored long and narrow pod that turns brown.
The tree is sensitive to the cold.

The flame tree on Arnon Street is particularly striking due to its
impressive trunk and roots that protrude above the ground.
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Ficus macrophylla - voreton Bay fig

D*7U-7171 017D

Family Moraceae
EIFTIN Australia
m Gan Ha'lr, A garden on 91 Ben Gurion Boulevard

Characteristics:

A huge tree with multiple and exceptionally long roots that protrude
above the ground and give the tree a singular sculpture-like look.

The first ficus trees of this species were planted on Begin Road in Tel-
Aviv next to the Tnuva Dairy, explaining the source of its local popular
name — the Tnuva ficus.

Gan Ha'lr, established on land where Tel-Aviv’s historic zoo used to
be, was dedicated in the 1980s. Hadassah Garden, with its citrus
grove and pool, was located here before that. The grove and pool
inspired planners and a landscape architecture firm to plant citrus
trees and a terraced water canal on the same site.

The mature ficus trees found in the former zoo area were preserved
when the garden was created.
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Lagerstroemia indica - Crape myrtle

n°Tia a:p7801Y

Lythraceae

m Southeast Asia and Northern Australia

m Rabin Square

Characteristics:

A small tree with pink, lush and striking blossoms. It has a sculptural
and very handsome trunk which is smooth when mature, and also
boasts of lovely foliage in different shades of brown.

The lagerstroemia in Rabin Square, which apparently is the largest
and oldest of its kind in Tel-Aviv, features a variety of smooth and
spectacularly beautiful trunks.
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Quercus suber - cork oak

Dpuwa 11N

Fagaceae
m Southern Europe and North Africa
m Rabin Square

Characteristics:
A large evergreen that can live for many years.

The unique feature of the tree is its special bark, which is covered
with cork that is usually peeled off every few years and used to
manufacture cork products. The exfoliation does not cause damage
to the tree.

The cork oak is not common in Israel.

The tree was brought to the country for landscaping purposes and in
order to produce wine bottle stoppers, but its industrial use did not
develop in Israel.

The cork oak in Rabin Square, which is apparently the only one of its
species in Tel-Aviv, is a mature and especially large tree.
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Ficus macrophylla - voreton gay fig @ D*7u-7i711 0D1g'D

Moraceae DM Skl
m Australia ArAlLIIIN 717 N
WL Arison Garden — 1 Pombadita Street 1 N Tamo 100N 11 A

Characteristics: 112N

A huge tree with multiple and exceptionally long roots that ,TN1'A3 021N 0727 0'WIIWA 191INAR 0710 D' TAN 703 \NU

protrude gbove the ground and give the tree a special JTINY 71079 91N 17 DTIWAT U770 19 700 0710
sculpture-like look.

The first ficus trees of this species were planted on Begin Road AAMINTTNI 113 77T I7NWI AT 1'A0 0TIWNTA 017797 TN
in Tel-Aviv next to the Tnuva Dairy, explaining the source of its . 13217 D17'9 - "NV 1"I'I INIAT 13UN n37nn 17
local name — the Tnuva ficus.

g s Th 0'WIN DWW U9IA 0771 a7 1'AN 0'NU aAd 0771 113
There are a few trees of this variety growing in the garden, all e
characterized by a spectacular display of roots. 3 :




Ficus microca I‘pa - Chinese banyan

ni1Tw oij7°o

Moraceae
m Southeast Asia
m Hen Boulevard

Characteristics:

The Chinese banyan is a large and sturdy tree, resistant to extremely
hot weather, disease, and pests.

When the air is humid it produces aerial roots that descend from the
branches and trunks, take root in the ground and anchor the tree.
These aerial roots give the tree an especially imposing look.

Chinese banyans were introduced to the city in the 1920s, serving as
a distinctive green backdrop for downtown Tel Aviv-Yafo.

The tree’s major drawbacks are its aggressive roots and the fact it
produces succulent fruit several times a year.

After they were first planted, the Chinese banyans did not bear fruit
because the hornets that pollinate them were not common to the
area. They have since then made their way here, and the trees are
now fruitful and often produce litter. Hen Boulevard is lined with this
variety of ficus, which is characterized by a stately look and multiple,
long aerial roots found along the trunks.

ARSI 1NDWN
i1'ON N1 O1TT SRR
1"N TITTW  WeRE7AN

on

0%7'Tna1 M7nna ,17W1 T'AU 7N 7171 NU NIT MTTWan 017'0
D'UT1 1M1 ,0'DIU0 1A TN 'WTIW N0 1'IND N'ANA - 01750
7N TN WL NUA TIN DYIIUAT D'WANWA ,aun 'D73 0T
1170 1IN D'NUT7 D70

fINDT 7W DIWUA NIWI 19°-1'IN-77 'IN73 U MITWa 0170
Ui 12703 TNI'AT 717 T7W WA N1T1 0TIWUN

711D D™0'0U TIT'D TIN™11 D™IDFINN 1'WIIWa N1 17120 131700
1wl 0'Nus

NI1907 NN D1WA ,JI1'9 18I0 N7 D'NUT NIIWNTT 0Iwa
1277 TIN INNA 11 1027w N ,NINI 11 N7 77w 017'9 7N
J7INT T 1'AN 0'017'9 N2 W' .0'372'70 N D119 0'NUT ,INDYT
017 TN 'W1IWa1 AA'WwIA 11T 0UTDINA O LN MW

0TI J7INT 021N




FiCLIS SycomOI‘US - Sycamore fig @ 1 '_r] |7 ul il 01479

Moraceae DM Skl
m Tropical Africa i lRlipE AR 117 N
NEEEEEI Gan Yaacov, A garden on 6 Tarsat Boulevard 6 b0 m1Tw 370 11 [CARAL

The three Iarge Sycamore ﬁgs in Gan Yaacov ar? hundl_‘eds of years old. TIW D1 ,0MIW TINA 3,370 133 0717100 ANWwn U nwi17w
They are remnants of many other sycamore figs which used to grow i i o ks b

in the area and were part of an agricultural education farm run by TTTNY7-TPNTI7N MIN 127101 1IN 110317730 ,0%27 0'070n
children in the city that existed between the 1930s and 1950s. Yaacov 0IWUN INAD D'WANA TU D'WI7Wa nwa 1'un 17 7w
Richter, the garden’s architect, took pains to incorporate the trees in D171aN DUT 1330 11vIona n17Ww'7 INT 11271 3707 130 737N

his building plans and together with Avraham Karavan, who headed the

s : g 4 1 1 ! 1 1
city’s Tree Planting Department, managed to create a charming niche TN 79 NN 1864 MW N7 IUTBIA N0 70 107

in downtown Tel-Aviv. The trunks of two of the sycamore figs sustained ,0MIWN 77001 1019) DAFW 10 D™IW 7w 0w UW 7w 171
damage over the years, resulting in decay and lesions that formed a S717217'70 17N TWN D'UNDT 1135777 0n3d 1781 72 25701
large hollow space inside of them. D MN9WYT QINA T U 17N DNUR IN7IW TIIANT 01wl
These trees were rehabilitated a few years ago by the City Beautification MITIANIT MU .0°WY5I 17101 713 TN B2 IN7ID D'UTI 100
Division which filled in the hollow spaces with concrete, thereby closing 11911 §011 71910 1727 O'NUIT 9100 TITINN *T° 70 120 17N

the lesions. The entire Garden was recently renovated by the Ahuzot
HaHof company which entailed additional treatment of the trees and
improved their growing conditions.
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Ficus Ssycomorus - sycamore fig

nNjjwia o1y7"s

Moraceae
m Tropical Africa
m 34 King George Street

The six large sycamore figs growing in the middle of the street were
a subject of dispute in the 1920s — between those sought to leave
them there and those who wished to pave a road in the
place where they stood.

A decision was eventually made to leave the trees intact and
incorporate them in the plan of the new road, which was paved by
young women from the “Women Workers’ Farm.”

The trees were rescued and have since provided shade to scores
of passersby.
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Chorisia insignis - sottie tree ? Nn'713gi 2’113

Malvaceae 071011 bkl
m Argentina, Peru [RBEINUIPRINE 117 N

WL Gan Yalkut HaRoim, 31 Nachiat Yitzhak Street 31 Ny n7n3 2107, 00010 177 11 ERRAk
Characteristics: :nnon
The tree has a particularly thick trunk reminiscent of the shape of IN2M1 7137732 7W QTN 17 73700 TN1'AA 73100 UT13 1'9IND \NUN

?tbOtt'er egp'ii_”ing its COmMERAE o s OUINT 07171 D7 703 NI 71T UTIR B3N 0w
s green bark is covered with large, sharp thorn. ; . 24 :
The shape of the chorisia’s fruit is reminiscent of an avocado. NN9I NI IM7W3T INNT ']-iij'—l ?N D A TR, 11D
After it ripens, it opens up and splits, releasing seeds cradled in DT OPNNM) 13W 191 0N DA Uial
silky, cotton-like hairs.

TU1 2002 NIW1 1771w TWN AT 'AN 0'NU 103 W' 00170 1177 121

There are a few trees of this variety in Gan Yalkut HaRoim, 1 17Tw

which were planted in 2002 when it underwent renovation.




Tamarix aphylla - ael tamarisk

D*77190 TUN

Family Tamaricaeae

m Sahara and Sudanese deserts, grows in
the wild in Israel

m 43 Bizaron Street

Characteristics:

The Athel tamarisk is able to withstand harsh growing conditions.
It is one of a few wide-canopy trees capable of surviving near the
seashore thanks to its high resistance to the salty ocean spray.

The large tamarisk on 43 Bizaron Street is surrounded by a garden
established by the Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality.

It was recently damaged by strong winds and there was concern
about its viability due to the crack in the base of the trunk. After it
was examined, a decision was made to rehabilitate and preserve
the tree.

Its rehabilitation, which was overseen by a construction engineer
and an agronomist, entailed reinforcement of the tree’s frame using
screw rods and cables, in addition to applying polyurethane on the
affected wall of the trunk.
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WaShingtonia I'ObUSta - Washington palm ?

310D 13113 W)

Arecaceae
m North America
m HaShefeyla Street

Characteristics:
A tall, strong and resilient palm tree with a conspicuous presence
along the coast due to its high resistance to the salty ocean spray.

The Washington palm was brought to the country at the end of the
19th century.

Five of these trees were planted along HaShefeyla Street in 1927.
They decorated the path leading to the entrance to the 1920s
fairgrounds which featured, among others, an amusement park and
various pavilions.

In 1934, after the original venue became too small to continue
serving its purpose, the Tel-Aviv Municipality built a new trade show
and convention center at the current fairgrounds location.

The four tall Washington palms on HaShefeyla Street are remnants
of that period.
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Euca |yptI.IS CitriOdOra -Lemon-scented gum @

"Jin"7 0IBO TN

Myrtaceae
m Australia

m The corner of Hashalom Road and Oded Street

Characteristics:

An evergreen that requires little water.

The leaves of this tree contain aromatic oils that release a lemon-
like scent when crushed, explaining its common name.

It has a smooth, grayish-white bark, occasionally dotted with
pinkish spots.

The lemon-scented gum is characterized by a very tall, upright
trunk with hardly any canopy. Most of the canopy is found on the
upper part of the tree.

Other stately trees of this variety grow along Hashalom Road,
between Oded Street and Wolfson Park.
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Faid herbia albida - White acacia

&

1170 Np"W

Fabaceae
m East Africa and the Middle East
m 3 Yehieli Street

Characteristics:
A large tree that grows in the wild in Israel and has a
whitish bark and yellowish flowers.

It produces very deep roots in search of groundwater.
The white acacia on Yehieli Street grows next to the
Suzanne Dellal Centre in the Neve Tzedek neighborhood,
where the Alliance School was once located.

The tree remained intact during the construction works
carried out at the Centre in the 1980s.
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Eucalyptus camaldulensis. ruer e gum @

1i7A0 DILBD 7 N

Myrtaceae
m Australia

“HaTachana"- The Old Train Station Complex
Next to Neve Tzedek
The corner of Kaufman Street and Hamered Street

Characteristics:

A large evergreen that requires little water.
Its bark is smooth and multicolored.
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The narrow side of the leaves angles away from the sun to 00 T13'™N FIN OT'N9N

conserve moisture.
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The two red gums growing at the Old Train Station complex were
planted towards the end of the 19th century in order to dry the swamps
in the area and build a train station.

The tree in the photographs stands next to the terminal building,
currently called Building 4.

01" N7 ,7'0IB0 13207 TN NYAJ TNNANI 01D"7{7°Nil
4 1901 13N
The historic train station complex was recently renovated and

painstakingly restored. It has become an entertainment, culture and
recreation area in the city of Tel Aviv-Yafo.
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Ficus benghalensis - sanyan

71131 01D

Moraceae

m India and the tropical areas in Southeast Asia

m American-German Colony
14 Beer-Hoffmann Street
Characteristics:

The ficus benghalensis is a large and sturdy evergreen resistant to
disease and pests.

The tree produces many aerial roots, particularly when it grows in
humid areas. They thicken into woody trunks that take root in the
ground, thereby supporting the tree's spread across an especially
wide area. Banyans are long-lived trees, and the mesh of their aerial
roots and trunks create a unique and splendid sight.

The building on 14 Beer-Hoffmann Street originally served as the
Park Hotel at the end of the 19th century. The hotel’s proprietor, a
Russian baron named Plato von Ustinov, planted a splendid garden
in the yard.

As the story goes, the banyan in the garden was produced from a
shoot- a genetic reproduction of the mother plant that was taken from
the banyan at Mikve Yisrael. The streets of the American-German
Colony underwent upgrading in 2009, at which time the preservation
of the buildings also began.
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Ziziphus spina-christi - cnrist's thorn @

1¥D 1D

T g

Rhamnaceae
 origin NS
m 16 Asa Kadmoni Street

Characteristics:

A prickly and dense medium-sized semi-deciduous tree, which blossoms
between the spring and fall in a few different waves, producing pale
yellow flowers. Its fruit is edible, but typically not of high quality. The
tree is long-lived and able to withstand extreme growing conditions.
The source of its scientific name — ziziphus spina-christi — is associated
with religious sources, according to which the crown of thorns worn by
Jesus when he was crucified was made from this tree.

In Arabic this species is called “dom,” explaining its similar-sounding
name in Hebrew — “Etz Hadomim.”

Although the Christ’s thorn does not draw attention when in full
bloom, it does however attract a wide variety of pollinators, including
Lycaenidae butterflies, which feed on pollen and pollinate the trees.
These pollinators are a source of food for many insect-eating birds
such as the great tit and bulbul as well as migrating birds like warblers
and flycatchers. Some very old Christ thorns grow in the garden on Asa
Kadmoni Street in Kfar Shalem, characterized by winding, decorative
and impressive trunks.
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Ficus sycomorus - sycamore ig ?

nNjjwia o1jy7"s

Moraceae
m Tropical Africa
m 28 Tzhihatli Street

Characteristics:

A very large and handsome tree, one of the oldest in the city.

Over the years a large hollow space developed inside the tree that
attracted pests, diseases and even vandals. The tree was treated and
rehabilitated about 15 years ago by the Tel Aviv-yafo Municipality,
through the City Beautification Division.

The treatment included cleaning up the waste, removing the brittle
tissue, applying a substance that slows down the decay of the tree’s
cells, and spreading cold tar on the inside wall. To reinforce the tree’s
frame and avoid extensive pruning that can compromise its beauty,
a steel pipe was installed that ascends from the ground up into the
main boughs, from which metal cables were stretched across the tree
to support the heavy branches. Finally, to thwart access to the hollow
part of the trunk, the opening was closed using a steel plate.
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PrOSOpiS d I ba - White algarrobo

137 p13):

Fabaceae
ST southwest USA

m Davidoff Garden, 161 Jerusalem Boulevard

Characteristics:

This sculptural tree has a very dark trunk, a wide canopy
when mature, and on occasion can be thorny.

There is a cluster of four stately white algarrobos at the
Davidoff Garden, which have sculpture-like trunks that
are especially wide and dark in color.
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